THE PROVERSE POETRY PRIZE
FOR SINGLE POEMS PREVIOUSLY UNPUBLISHED IN ENGLISH
“I am certain that the Proverse Poetry Prize will continue to grow exponentially in terms not only of an
increasing number of submissions from across the globe, but also of the growing recognition as a
significant international literary award. Indeed, I am certain that poets everywhere will come to covet
representation within the pages, if they do not already!”
—Vaughan Rapatahana, poet, literary critic, essayist and novelist
and inaugural Proverse Poetry Prize first-prize-winner

Proverse Spring Reception 2018. Some of those anthologised in Mingled Voices 2
with Prize Founders, Gillian and Verner Bickley (front row) and others

Overview
The establishment of the Proverse Poetry Prize for single poems submitted and previously unpublished
in English (may be in translation) was announced at “The Proverse Publishing Parade”, held in
November 2015. The first entries were received in 2016 and judged at the same time and by the same
judging panel as the longer-standing Proverse Prize for unpublished book-length non-fiction, fiction or
poetry. This pattern continues to be followed.
Entrants can submit one or more poems on a subject chosen by themselves or on a theme chosen by the
Administrators.—To date, the subjects chosen by the Administrators have been, in sequence, “The
Environment”; “Happiness”; “Refuge”; “Plastic”; “Shielding”; and in 2022 it is “Renewal”.—Each
subject / theme may be broadly interpreted as the writer wishes. It is entirely up to each entrant to use
the form of poetry he or she prefers, whether sonnet, free verse, traditional verse, prose poem, etc. The
length should be no more than 30 lines (not counting the title or any blank lines), although the judges
and administrators may recommend allowing exceptions to this rule.
According to the regulations, depending on the standard of work received in any year, cash prizes may
be awarded to those judged first, second, and up to four third-prize winners. Selection to appear in an
anthology of entries may also be awarded by the judges as a prize.

In fact, the inaugural Proverse Poetry Prize competition, as well as each successive edition, have all
attracted high quality entries from around the world. In recent years, the term “Special Mention” has
been used to recognise a group of excellent poems submitted by a single writer.
From the onset, then, there have always been enough good entries each year to publish an anthology,
which is launched in the Spring of the year following the competition. Included are the poems which
have won a place in the anthologies by entering for the annual international Proverse Poetry Prize
(single poems) and include among them first, second and third-prize winners and (more recently) those
specially-mentioned. Very occasionally, a non-entered poem or poems may be included.
The launch of the anthology has regularly taken place in a heritage building in Central Hong Kong,
with variations (as described below) resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic and related Covid-19
protocols as prevailing at the time. It is expected that we will continue to launch new publications in
the Mingled Voices series of poetry anthologies at the annual Proverse Spring Receptions held in Hong
Kong and/or online.
Announcement of results (autumn of the year of competition)
The inaugural (2016) results were announced at the “Proverse Publishing Parade” (now the “Proverse
Autumn Reception”) held in November 2016, in a heritage building in Central Hong Kong. The
Proverse Poetry Prize Anthology 2016 was launched and the cash prizes for first, second and third
place winners were awarded at or immediately after the 2017 Proverse Spring Reception.
The same pattern has been followed consistently with only slight variations caused by the Covid-19
pandemic.
Launch of each year’s Proverse Poetry Prize Anthology with readings by participating poets (spring of
the year following the competition)
Following the announcement of results in the autumn of the year of competition, the related Proverse
Poetry Prize Anthology is launched the following spring, with readings by participating poets.
Attending the Proverse Spring Reception in 2017 was the first prize-winner, Vaughan Rapatahana
from New Zealand, Gili Haimovich, a third-prize winner from Israel, and Mathura, winner of a place
in the Anthology, from Estonia.
On 18 April 2018 one of the third-prize winners (a second-prize winner in the 2016 competition, firstprize winner in 2020, 3rd prize winner in 2021), Maria Elena Blanco, travelled from Chile. The
second-prize winner (who won a place in the Proverse Poetry Prize Anthology 2016) travelled to Hong
Kong from Estonia again to receive his award.
In April 2019, the second prize winner, Thea Biesheuvel, travelled from Australia and Neil Douglas,
Christos Koukis, Luisa Ternau, Roger Uren and Joanna Radwańska-Williams—winners of places in
the anthology—travelled from UK, Greece, Italy, Australia, and Macau, respectively.
The April 2020 event was moved online because of the Covid-19 pandemic. This prompted the
introduction of a prerecorded videoed event, released in Hong Kong and worldwide, at the same date
and Hong Kong time as the cancelled venue event. This enabled both Hong Kong participants and
overseas participants to be featured.
The April 2021 event took place again at the venue previously used, but in smaller rooms and with
smaller numbers, in response to prevailing Covid-19 protocols. At the same time, a prerecorded

videoed event, similar to that introduced in April 2020, was released in Hong Kong and worldwide at
the same date and Hong Kong time as the venue event. Again, this enabled both Hong Kong
participants and overseas participants to be featured.
Because of a very severe restriction of numbers permitted to attend any venue event in Hong Kong at
the time, the April 2022 event, held on 28 April (Hong Kong time) was moved entirely online. Both
Hong Kong participants and overseas participants were featured.

AVAILABILITY OF THE MINGLED VOICES ANTHOLOGIES
Most Proverse Hong Kong (PVHK) titles are available from our distributors, the Chinese University of
Hong Kong Press (CUHKP), Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, NT, Hong Kong SAR, which
has a special page for “Proverse Hong Kong” publications: https://cup.cuhk.edu.hk/Proversehk
The direct links for the 2020 and 2021 Proverse Poetry Prize Anthologies, “Mingled Voices 5” and
“Mingled Voices 6”, on the CUHKP website are:
https://cup.cuhk.edu.hk/MingledVoices5
https://cup.cuhk.edu.hk/MNGLEDVOICES6
These pages also show the book covers for all other Proverse Poetry Prize anthologies to date, i.e.
Mingled Voices, Mingled Voices 2, Mingled Voices 3, and Mingled Voices 4. If you click the book
covers, you can see the details for each of these anthologies also.
Amazon carries both paperback and ebook editions and you can find these by using a search engine,
such as google and inputting the title and publisher’s name.
All volumes in the Proverse Hong Kong Mingled Voices series can be found through the amazon series
feature at the following link:
https://www.amazon.com/dp/988849225X?ref_=pe_3052080_397514860

ENTRY PERIOD AND ENTRY DETAILS
Entries for the Proverse Poetry Prize are received every year from 7 May until 30 June. The entry
form with terms and conditions is available from the website: www.proversepublishing.com.
From 7 May each year, entries may be submitted through our online manager at the following URL:
https://www.proversehongkong.submittable.com/submit
Updates are posted, as needed, on the website, www.proversepublishing.com from time to time.
Information about the progress of the annual cycle of the international Proverse Prizes may also be
released in the Proverse Hong Kong free E-Newsletter, which appears approximately once every four
to six weeks.
THE RECORD
Support from The Hong Kong Arts Development Council (HKADC)
The Proverse Poetry Prize (single poems) received HKADC support for the 2018 and 2020
competitions. Of the Anthology resulting from the 2020 competition, the HKADC Examiner Dr Alvin
K. Wong, found that the objectives stated in the application were, “fully achieved”. He found the
following areas of excellence, “This poetry collection speaks to the beauty of nature, the enduring

conflict and coexistence between humans and nature, and other themes of migration, settlement, and
displacement. It appeals to a broad audience.” He additionally commented, “While many poets in this
collection illuminate on the theme of hunger, the poems by writers of diverse geographical
backgrounds also attest to the fragility of human existence under global warming, the Covid-19
pandemic, and displacement. A truly path-breaking collection!”
COMMENTS
“Poetry is a special state. I like to think that it is what is left unscathed, uncontaminated and free in this
troubled world of ours…. I invite all those who have felt the call of poetry to heed that call and delve
into its wonderful universe, as readers or incipient writers; and I urge full-fledged poets to continue to
enrich the world poetic legacy in any and all languages, as beautifully demonstrated by the Proverse
Mingled Voices anthologies.”
—Maria Elena Blanco, Chile, First-prize winner, International Proverse Poetry Prize 2019, from her
‘Message’ in Mingled Voices 5.
“One of the joys of reading any anthology – or indeed any book of poems – is to come across striking
imagery or phrases that amaze and dazzle us and seem destined to stay with us, enriching our minds
for a long time to come. There are many such moments awaiting the reader of this volume.”
—Jeff Streeter, Director of the British Council in Hong Kong, from his ‘Preface’ to Mingled Voices 5.
“In Mingled Voices 5, poets from around the world, often mindful of the pandemic, share with us lyric
eloquence, idiosyncrasy and urgency. These poets give dynamic voice to the soul and its response to
forms of Hunger. With distinct histories and geographies, these varied voices invite our continuing
discovery and conversation on the eternal themes of longing, mortality and freedom.”
—Marion Bethel, The Bahamas, Poet, Advance comment on Mingled Voices 5.
“Each poem in this lovely volume fords a telling paradox, giving presence to absence while filling yet
not satiating its reader with a hunger for its lyrical pleasures. The poem by Anne Casey, ‘Night Traps,’
moves towards a child who finds terrifyingly palpable the desolation that will surely arrive if our
species does not gather the reserve to nurture its limited inheritance. Carol Chapman conjures in her
‘Sequestered Sunday’ a “vision quest” that each of us must have experienced, in solitude, over the past
troubling year. Jack Mayer in a poem, set in Vermont, near my home region, is able to discover hunger
as a presence within a “salamander” governed by the “immutable laws of gravity and light.” Maya
Mitova in ‘Notesheet from the Dawn of the Light’ expresses the synchronicity of discovering in the
ruin of an acropolis a musician playing in silence—a kind of ultimate paradox. If one is looking for
the magical sparks that come from playing a game of solitaire with nothingness, Mingled Voices Five
is a brilliantly selected collection.”
—Charles Lowe, PhD, Associate Professor\Associate Dean for Learning, Teaching, and Student
Experience / Division of Humanities and Social Sciences, United International College, Zhuhai, China,
Advance comment on Mingled Voices 5.

PHOTOGRAPHS FROM MINGLED VOICES ANTHOLOGY LAUNCHES
Photographs are available of some Proverse events when a volume in the Proverse Poetry Prize (single
poems) Mingled Voices series of anthologies has been launched, as follows:
21 April 2022 Spring Reception: This was moved entirely online because of the strict rules as to
numbers of those who could attend during the Covid-19 pandemic and there are no photos.
22 April 2021 Spring Reception:

https://proversepublishing.com/proverse_events_with_photos/proverse_spring_reception_2021
21 April 2020 Spring Reception: This was moved entirely online because of the Covid-19 pandemic
and there are no photos.
25 April 2019 Spring Reception:
https://www.proversepublishing.com/proverse_events_with_photos/proverse_spring_reception_2019

18 April 2018 Spring Reception:
https://www.proversepublishing.com/proverse_events_with_photos/proverse_spring_reception_18_ap
ril_2018
27 April 2017 Spring Reception:
https://www.proversepublishing.com/proverse_events_with_photos/proverse_spring_reception_27_apr
il_2017

VIDEOS OF MINGLED VOICES ANTHOLOGY LAUNCHES
Videos of events when volumes in the Mingled Voices poetry anthology series were launched are
available as follows:
•

The Proverse Spring Reception 2022
This was moved entirely online because of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Proverse Spring Reception 2022 link to the Playlist on youtube:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPHfT5TYFArcypIxHsV-fyJOA3aTktkSE
The Proverse Poetry Prize 2021 Anthology, Mingled Voices 6, was launched and several
winning poets read and introduced their poems.

•

The Proverse Spring Reception 2021
This took place a) at our regular heritage venue, but with numbers sharply reduced from usual,
to conform with Covid-19 protocols. However, making a virtue of this necessity, b) a virtual
reception, consisting of pre-recorded videos from around the world, was released on youtube at
the same date and time.
Here is the link to the virtual reception:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPHfT5TYFAre5ibMWeEnf2IjdCdWj6hkR
Here are presented 1st, 2nd, and 3rd-prize winners, those specially mentioned and some from
among the many who won a place in the anthology, Mingled Voices 5.
An edited video, combining a recording of elements of the event which took place only at the
venue with some of the pre-recorded material is now also available:
https://youtu.be/fmlYe8VtcIE.
The Proverse Poetry Prize 2020 Anthology, “Mingled Voices 5”, was launched and several
winning poets read and introduced their poems:

•

The Proverse Spring Reception 2020
This was moved entirely online because of the Covid-19 pandemic.
The Proverse Poetry Prize 2019 Anthology, Mingled Voices 4, was launched and several
winning poets read and introduced their poems.
Proverse Spring Reception 2020 Part 1 (High).mp4
Video link: https://youtu.be/XW_1Ws3MX8A
Proverse Spring Reception 2020 Part 2 (high).mp4
Video link: https://youtu.be/PriBfpwuR4s

•

The Proverse Spring Reception 2019
Playlist:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPHfT5TYFArd04S412D2vdgKC3DxRvM6R
Mingled Voices 3 was launched at the Proverse Spring Reception 2019. Snippets from readings
given at the event were recorded and are available.
Later, we invited a number of poets who won places in the Mingled Voices 3 anthology to
submit complete readings. There are available in the two-part edited video of readings listed
below:
Video link: https://youtu.be/yPVCJxfyJes
Filename: MV3 Part 1 (revised).mov
Video link: https://youtu.be/ybP1fBnYE6o
Filename: MV3 Part 2.mov

•

The Proverse Spring Reception 2018
The Proverse Poetry Prize 2017 Anthology, Mingled Voices 2 was launched and several
winning poets read and introduced their poems:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OT0s3xAIM4o
Video link; https://youtu.be/3Iv5_KO33Ko
Filename: The Proverse Spring Reception 2018.mp4
OR
Video link: https://youtu.be/OT0s3xAIM4o
Filename: The Proverse Spring Reception 2018.mp4
For a glimpse of the social element of Proverse receptions, visit the playlist noted below which
also includes the video of the formal part of the Spring Reception 2018
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPHfT5TYFArfJdxTlGXW2puINPcS6ZAbh

•

The Proverse Spring Reception 2017
The Proverse Poetry Prize 2016 Anthology, Mingled Voices was launched and several winning
poets in the inaugural (2016) competition read and introduced their poems:
<https://youtu.be/mrtSF0iel_c>. (This was originally released on the “Gillian Bickley”
channel.)
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